
’cross culture

At most big cyclocross events, the North 
American elite women’s field tends to pro-
duce the same podium finishers — Katie 
Compton, Georgia Gould, Katerina Nash, 
Meredith Miller, Amy Dombroski, Laura Van 
Gilder and Sue Butler.

This year, however, Teal Stetson-Lee and 
Nicole Duke  have quickly ascended into the 
top ranks.

In her first season as an elite, Stetson-Lee, 
24, has been a consistent presence at the 
front of the field. The Cal Giant-Specialized 
rider finished inside the top 10 at Cross Ve-
gas and the first four rounds of the Green-
ware U.S. Gran Prix of Cyclocross, including 
fifth at the opening day event in Louisville, 
Kentucky. And to her surprise, the 2009  
collegiate national champ from Durango, 
Colorado, won both races of the UCI Kross-
tober-fest Weekend in San Dimas, California. 

“There’s some stiff competition in the 

women’s field,” Stetson-Lee said. “It’s awe-
some to have that depth, and to rise to the 
challenge.”

At the other end of the spectrum is 
36-year-old Nicole Duke, a former pro grav-
ity racer. Racing for Giant under her maiden 
name Grant in the late 90s, she was a world-
class dual slalom and downhill racer. Today 
the Tarpon Springs, Florida, native lives in 
Boulder, Colorado, where she raises two chil-
dren with her husband Ben, trains two days 
a week and works part-time as a hairdresser. 
Racing for Hudz-Subaru, Duke finished sev-
enth both days at the USGP in Louisville. A 
week later she finished third, both days, at 
the Boulder Cup NACT events — the only 
rider to make the initial first-lap selection 
with Compton and Gould. 

“I’m new to this sport. I’m still figuring out 
where I fit in,” Duke said.

Though separated by 12 years, these two 

women share several things in common. 
Both come from a mountain bike background 
and are strong technical riders; Stetson-Lee 
doesn’t even own a road bike. Both women 
have been racing cyclocross for four years, 
and both excel at other sports — Stetson-Lee 
at cross-country and telemark skiing, and 
Duke at stand-up river paddleboarding (she 
took second at the national championships 
over the summer). And both sport a little 
rock-and-roll flair: Stetson-Lee wears a stud 
and hoop in her left nostril while Duke has 
stars tattooed on her inner forearms. 

After stellar starts to their respective ’cross 
seasons, both women now have their sights 
set on a top-five finish at the national champi-
onship race in mid-December.

Last year, in her final season racing at na-
tionals for Fort Lewis College, Stetson-Lee 
opened up a two-minute gap before a last-lap 
mechanical forced her to run her bike across 
the finish line, taking the stars and stripes by 
just 10 seconds. Duke finished third in the 
masters 35-39 category and 28th in the elite 
field after a back-row start. This year, encour-
aged by their emergence at the front of the 
elite field, each woman is harboring a best-
case scenario dream of standing on the podi-
um in Bend, presumably alongside Compton 
and Gould, who have continually proven to be 
a league apart from the rest. 

“I really don’t know what to expect,” Duke 
said. “This is my first year of racing with the 
big girls. I’m honestly surprised by everyting 
that’s already happened.”

The same can be said of Stetson-Lee, who 
is quickly catching the attention of competi-
tors and fans alike while working full-time 
for The Lasso Tobacco Coalition, a drug-
prevention non-profit in Durango. After her 
results in Louisville, she signed her first-ever 
autographs. “Three little kids asked me,” she 
said. “It was a little bizarre, because, honestly, 
cycling is just a small dot on the map of real-
ity. But it’s very flattering.”

Given the frequency with which Stetson-
Lee and Duke are finishing at the front end of 
national-caliber races, they’ll both need to get 
used to the attention.  VN

by Neal Rogers

Moving Up 
Duke, Stetson-Lee rising to the elite women’s podium
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